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December 8, 2000

The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton

President of the United States of Amenica

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue

.Washingron, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President;
MR CARLOS VIGNALI

This letter will confirm my support for Mr. Carles Vignali, Sr,, 2s a man of the highest integrity
and trustworthiness. ‘

I have Jmown M. Vignali for many years and have witnessed his consistent support of law
enforcement and especially the policing effort of the Los Angeles County SherifT’s
Department. Moreovex, there are occasions when he has broughit forward to me incidents of
criminal acts that, upon investigation, resulted in the prosecution and conviction of the
offenders, some of which were members of law enforcement.

[ am confident that Mr. Vignali will fulfill any commutment he makes regarding any matter
entrusted to him. ’

Sincerely,
ORIGINAL SIGNED

LEROYD.BACA :
SHERIFF i
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Bruce Lindsey — Counsel’s Office

Folder: Pardon/Clemency — Carlos Vignali, Jr.
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Carlos VIGNALI - Co-owmer of the C & H Auto Body Shops  ‘His
drug relationship with the ganization is also..
anknown. VIGNALI however is a close personal friemd o
In November, 1975, he negotiated with ATF
a machine gun and stated to them that he had alsq

se AN(
heroin into the United States‘utilizin- automobiles.

ents to

12.

CLUSYONS:

gince current intelligence indicates that the

Family in Los_Angeles, are still

malti-kilogram quantities of heroin, it is recommended that

srobe be initiated with the object of eliminating the re-
» Organization in Angeles by obtaining indictments
- : % possibly other members of

remainder of the

ios VIGNALI, S
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PROGRAM CODE ’

CENTAC XVI

s used his body sho;j in los Angeles to take
ve shatfts of vehicles bronght inté the

-
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. 1. FILE NO. 2. G-OEP IDENTIF
REPORT OF INVESTIGATION G3-93-2005 w
.- (Continuation ) ) N 5 FIL_E TITLE - .
( : Page 7 of 1)

- . |e.DATE PREPARED
$. PROGRAM CODE ‘ March 19, 1993

e -

'traps", (hidden compartments)
rlos VIGNALI Jr. for $5,000.00.
o a friephd of The vehicle

The vehicle was registered
has since been sold.

15_has also purchased cocaine|from Carlos VIGNALI Jr. of Los
Angeles. VIGNALI recently purchade townhouse at 18215
Burbank Blvd., #13, Tarzana|, Califoinia. ut $100,000.00
down on the condominium and paid £3 1so put over
£100,000.00/$200,000.00 {worth of re ations in the residence.
VIGNALI's. father Carlos|VIGNALI aka " ops”™ owns a body shop, at
1260 Figueroa and is thel|source of supply for his son. VIGNALI Sr.
‘lives in - old house| in Palasades, Ca. has
bought ana b _through VIGNRLI's body ‘shop. i had
purchased a "dooley" pick up truck from VIGNALI and also sold his

. 500E Mercedes recently through VIGNALI. The VIGNALI's are also
gamblers and travel to Las Vegas irequently to fights and to
gamble. It is not unusual for VIGNALI Sr. to wager $50,000.00 -
$100,000.00 at a time. An associate of VIGNALI, Jdorge TORRES aka
"G" owns NUMERO UNO Market on Jefferson St. in T
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“
. 1. FILE NO. 2. G-DEP IDENTIFIER
REPORT OF INVESTIGATION G3-93-2005 .
(Continuation) 3. FILE TITLE '
U Page g of )11 S g -
.DATE PREFARED
s.rnoT:;nm CODE Jeoa T Mareh 15, 1993

-

Los Angeles. Across the street from the Market, 'I‘QRRES maintains
a varehouse full of luxury vehicles and tractor trailers used to. -
transport cocaine. The warekouse—also has a penthouse—-complete

with a casino where TCRRES and VIGNALI gambl estimated that
TORRES has a net worth betwegn 200-300 million dollars. == .

- -

F‘orm - B2 DEA SE“STIVE )
DRUG ENFORCEMENT ADMINISTRATION
This report is the property of the Drug Enfor t Admint tion.
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. ' 1. FILE NO. 2. G-DEP IDENTIFIEN
! REPORT OF INVESTIGATION . | GFR1-93-1075
! (Continuation) . 3. FILE TITLE
( 3 Page g of o, | vEeNALI, Carios etal.
5. PROGRAM CODE - - 6. DATE PREFARED

April 26, 1993.

- yearp ago he/she met George TORRES, Carlos
" VIGNALI, Sr., and Carlos VIGNALI, Jr., Las Vegk said that TORRES and
the ALI'S came with an entourage & : ce in the Presidential
Suit said that they maintaingd that entine,floor at Ceesar's Pala TORRES and
the VIGNALI's are very close to the|Vice President of Caesar's Palace. ated that
TORRES and the VIGNALI's love to gagble and have lost millions in a weekend.

23. George TORRES was described as|a Mexican male, $'10" to 6'0%, 200 1bs., early 30's,
dark black hair with tattoo's on his.n nd over both arms, alsg known as "Rig o
Carlos VIGNALT, Sr., was described as a Meyicen male, 5'B7, 250 to 300 ibs,, mid-A0's,
graylsh-black bair, dark complected and clean shaven also known as "POPS". C(arlos
VIGNALI, Jr., was described as a Mexican male, 510" to 5'11%,”200 1bs,, 21 or 22 years
old, black crew cut hair with s Hastache, also known as "Jp®,- ‘

4

24. The VIGNALI'S om-ﬁi_ﬁ.ﬂ%ﬁmﬁpm.located at<1360 S. Figueroi Street, Los Angeles,

-Cali a, The VIGNALI's and S co-oun the’Wlocateﬂ at 701 E,
mea a swammeet that Is across the street from

d that approximately fi

—

DFA form 63 MR DEA SENSITIVE
( #960) ‘
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i This raport is the property of the Drug Enforcement Adminsantion. S—
EXHIBIT

Naither il por Hs copientis may be dissaminated outside the Agency to whkeh loaned.

Previous edition mey De uwed, 2

o,

=
=
@«
£
=
i=3
g
o
@
[=]
<<
3
=
il
o




S ——————————
:

- o . : 1. FILE NO. 2. GOEP IDENTIFIER
- REPORT OF INVESTIGATION | _GFR
- . , . (Continuation) o 2. FILE TITLE
..-__:-? Page ¢ of 44 o | -VIGNALI, Carles et_al.l
&. PROGAAM CODE - . 6. DATE PREPARED
" LAoril 26, 1993 -

. - ..

the aforementioned supermarket. 710 a_warehouse named GT T-1dm at 700 E.
Jefferson Boulevard, Los Angeles, fornia. uses several-expensive vehicles in
“TRIT warenoase, 1.e., Mercedes, Porsche's, diesel trucks, antique.low iders,.land
" erulgers, and joet ski's on trailers 5aid that TORRES has appmximately ‘thirty
(30) vehicles in the warehouse. e VIGNALL's-apnd TORRES employ twenty' to_thirty amed
guards that patrol the businesses paid that they may also o a security firm.

25 gl stated that TORRES' warehopée has ti

b levels, and ia apprcudmtely seventy to
ousand square feet. The Fips$t level hag offices, a casino and the aforementioned
vehicles and the sdeond level has f gym that confains three hundred thousand dollars
($300,000.00) worth of equipment ard a two to three bedroom apartment. TORRES maintains

" several million dollars at the warehobgse and VIGHALI, Sr. has a lot of expensive
vehicles at”C & B AUTO REPAIR. 3

‘ B believes that TORRES is wortlf at least two to e hundred million
dollars ($200-300,000,000.00) heard thal TORRES built a seven million dollar
(4$7,000,000.00) house in Downey or Pamgna, Califdrnia and the landscaping cost mev.

' »000.00> _VIGNALT, Sr.,

hundr fifty thousand dollars ($750
cuse located in Pacific Palissde mia and it is be worth
2 million do To"omm‘vzcmm r. Wﬁo ‘located at
18215 Burbank #13, Tarzana, California LT o

VIGNALI PUr.'s pager was 213-717-9826.
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U.S. Department of Justice e S - R

Drug Exforcement Administration ~ : ’ L~
REPORT OF INVESTIGATION ‘ Page 1 of 2
Program Code 3 2. Cross Related Flies 3. Flle No. 4. G-DEP ldentifier
File R1-97~0872
B 6. File Title TORRES,
At Los Angeles, CA 0 George, et. al.
7.0 Closed [] Requested Action Completed 8 . 8. Date Prepared o
[JAction Requested By: 09/25/97 B
9. Other Officers: ’ - =

P

10. Report Re: CASE INITIATION REPORT on the George TORRES cocaine organization

BASTS OF INVESTIGATION b

P

For information of DEA, has been approached by
investigators from LA IMPACT and the Santa.Barbara Regional Narcotics
Enforcement Team, concerning George TORRES' and his associates being
involved in a large scale drug trafficking organization. This organization
has been in existence since the middle 1980's when it was closely”
associated with th family in their drug trafficking. By the early
1990's this group were transporting approximately 1,800 kilograms of
cocaine into the Los Angels area from Mexico. At that time they were
smuggling the cocaine using the TORRES’s tractor- trailer
trucks, concealing the drugs inside laundry detergent and dalabpeno chilli

since that time TORRES has continued to be involved in drug trafficking and
information shows that his organization supply various drug trafficking
organizations throughout the United States. TORRES’s organization has used
illicit profits derived from drug trafficking to buy legitimate businesses
and properties throughout Los Angels and southern California. O©One of these
pusinesses, NUMERO UNO MARKET, INCORPORATED, located at 701 East Jefferson,
Los Angeles 1is ay large grocery with 1996 income of $ 42 million. Other
businesses that the organization has a controlliny interest include the
following; NUMERO UNO, in El Monte, LA ESTERA MAK%ET, TOVICEP, INC., VCG
ENTERPRISES, INC. G $ R WHOLESALE, and G & R WHOLESALE GROCERS. The
properties that this organization has purchase range in value from $ 31,000
to $ 4,250,707. Investigators believe that FEF organization uses these

13. Date

TP TN & 4§ A R S—

11. Distribution:
Division 09/25/97
District 15. Date
Other 09/25/97
D "
A F
o 1994 ° DEA SENSITIVE

Drug Enforcement Administration 4-Prosecuisu:

This report is the property of the Drug Enforcement Administration.
Neither ft nor its contents may be disseminated outsids the agency to which loaned.

Previous edition dated 5/80 may be used.
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U.S. Department of Justice . =
Drug Enforcement Administration -

I

1. File No.

ﬂntiﬁer

REPORT OF INVESTIGATION

{
A (Continuation)
A

Page 2 of 2
5. Program Code - 6. Date Prepared ~

09/25/91 s

b ossss to aundry its d¢rug proceads.
The imm=2diace targets of iuis suvastigation will hwe TORRES and anembexrs of
nhis trafficking organization. g

EXT

1. TORRES, George- NADDIE: 3291551

"

3. VIGNALI, Carlos Horatio- NADDIS: Pending
{See attached DEA 202 for GDEP information)

Form 8a
. 1994) DEA SENSITIVE
Drug Enforcement Administration

This report is the property of the Drug Enforcement Administration.
Neﬂherhno:itscon\en\smybedisserﬂnatedo-.ﬂsidemeagencytowhlchba_ned. B

Previous edition dated S/80 may be used. V'DEA-001 oo
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U.S. Department of Justice
Drug Enforcement Administration

REPORT OF INVESTIGAT!CN Page 1 of 3

! Program Code 2.Cross  Related Files 3. File No. 4. G-DEP identifier .
File R1-98-0669

@ 2H5C-LA-210122 |6.File Title TORRES, George, et. al

A: Los Angeles F.D.

8. Date Prepared ST

7. Closed [[] Requested Action Completed
9/16/38

] Action Requested By:
S. Other Officer NN

10. Report Re: CASE INITIATION REPORT on the George TQRRES cocaine trafficking organization

BASIS OF INVESTIGA

The George TORRES drug trafficking organization has been in existence
since the middle 1980's when it was closely associated with the-
i family drug trafficking organization. In the early 1990's, the
B/ TORRES organizations were transporting approximately 1,800
kilograms of cocaine from Mexico into the Los Angeles area. To date, the
investigation shows that the TORRES organization is involved in the
importation and distribution of drugs throughout the United States. . Latest
intelligence reveals that this group is distributing approximately one »

hundred (100) kilograms of cocaine per month.

11. Distribution: 13. Date
Division 09/16/98
District 15, Date
Other q/ 7 /%C;
z Sass 8 DEA SENSITIVE .

Drug Enforcement Administration {-Prosecutor

EXHIBIT

JRH:jrh

“This report is the property of the Drug Enforcement Administration.
Neither it nor its contents may be disseminated outside the agency © which toaned.

Previous edition dated 5/80 may be used.
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1. File No.
REPORT OF INVESTIGATION R1-98-0689 , o
3 File Tile TORRES, Georye, et. al

2. G-DEP identifier

i

‘- (Continuation)
' Page 2 of 3 = -
5. Program Code ’ 5. Datc Prepared
9/16/98

he head of this organization. TORRES’_.direct

George TORRES is t ]
v | Carlos VIGNALI.

associates include

;

AP : G S Carlos Horatio VIGNALI's .role in the
organization is relatively unknown at this time. It is believed that
VIGNALI functions as a financial partner in the organization. VIGNALI has
been involved in organizing meetings Between TORRES and individuals with
extensive criminal backgrounds. .

The TORRES organization has used its profits from drug trafficking to
purchase legitimate businesses and properties throughout the Southern
california area and a large number of vehicles. The principal business
operated by this organization is NUMERO UNO MARKET, INCORPORATED, -located
at 701 East Jefferson, Los Angeles.. Other businesses in which George
mORRES has a controlling interest include the following: NUMERO UNO - El1

(; nte, LA ESTRELLA MARKET, G & R WHOLESALE, G & R WHOLESALE GROCERS,
_OVICEP, INC., VCG ENTERPRISES, INC., and ELKHAN. The grocery and
wholesale business are cash intensive thus making it easy to launder
i1licit funds through them. 1In 1996, TORRES’ businesses had sales of
approximately % 50,000,000. Additionally, this organization has purchased
at least thirty-five properties throughout Southern California with
assessed values ranging from S 31,000 to $ 4,250,707. These properties
include a ranch in Santa Ynez, the target’s principal residence in Downey
as well as various other residential properties being used by TORRES'
associates. Investigators believe that TORRES uses these businesses,
properties and vehicles to launder his drug profits.

Members of the TORRES organization have been involved in various acts
of violence. In 1996, TORRES was arrested for being a felon in possession
of a firearm. The Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD) has named TORRES a
suspect in two murders. One involved a disgruntled employee and the other
involved the owner of a property adjacent to one of TORRES’ businesses.
TORRES has been known to intimidate and threaten others and in so doing
likes to portray himself as a Mafia member. He often uses his associates
to carry out these acts of intimidation. g = et

* Form 62 -
. 1994) DEA SENSITIVE
JRH:jrh Drug Enforcement Admiririration

This report is the property of the Drug Enforcement Adrninistration.
Neither it not its contents may be disseminated outside the agency to which loaned.
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U.S. Department of Justice
Drug Enforcement Administration

1. File No. 2. G-DEP identifier
REPORT OF INVESTIGATION R1-98-0689 _

' (Continuation) 3. FllefrtSe TORRES, George, et. al

’ Page 3 of 3 . .

5. Program Code - 6. Date Prepared
9/16/98

1. TORRES, George - NADDIS #3291351 P -
Residential address: 9461 Raviller Drive, Downey, CA 90240

.CII#: A06623984 | .
SSN:i: 569-72-2172, -569-17-5448 -
BDliase: Jaime Ernesto Garcia =
4. VIGNALI, Carlos Boratio - NADDIS #4358266
CDL: E0525168
Associate of George TORRES (NADDIS #3291351)
Fiose) 62 DEA SENSITIVE
Drug Enforcement Administration 1-Prosecutor

JRH:jrh
mbreponisthepmpenydmeDnJgErﬁorcememMmirﬁsuzﬁon.
Neﬂherhnaitscomentsmaybedisseminamdamideuagumbmmned.

Previous edition dated 5/80 may be used.



1. FILE NO. 2. G-DEP 'DENTlrIER
REPORT OF INVESTIGATION GFR1-93-4007 o
(Contlﬂuation) 3.FILE TITLE ?

CARLOS ANIBAL NIGNALI

Page 3 of 5

s 6. DATE PREPARED
&ﬁfgs?agcooe November 10, 1992
6. On Wednesday, November 04, 1992; spoke

(U.S. Callfornla office)

relayed to__
e peratlon

e ex31stence of a C & "'H Auto
roa Street, Los Angeles. S/A

reference the - intricate
3

Customs-Torrance,

1nVeStlgathon. e
Sl | B1-Los Angeles) fo

Oon Wednesdav, November 04, [1992; Fspoke
with N - ms-John Wayne Airport; Santa
Ana, Callfornla) relayed to

that through investigations that a similar source of supply for
vehicles p0551bv be1n- utilfzed for|illicit activities had been
established. ' continued by relaying that a member
of the Los Angeles Countv Sheriff’ls Departme on Safe
Streets{gang enforcement unfit) requgsted that%
conduct California, U.S.A.l! - Tijugna, Mexico border crossing
history chec roximately 4500 vehciles associated with
various gangs. found, through Department of Motor
Vehicles registration checksl, hat algreat number of the wvehicles
were/had been registered to ['Pic Your Part/Help Yourself" located
at 1301 Orangewood Ave.; ¢ity of {Anaheim, California. On
Wednesday, October 28, 1992; conducted a
California Department of Motor Vehid¢les records check on Carlos
Anibal VIGNALI, d.o.b.: 5-30171, CDL|#A21500890.

conducted| vehiclel registration checks on all
vehicles. listed as bei cited £ California Vehicle Code
violations.driven by VIGNALI at the time] the offense occurred; TFO
V. Y. Wilson checked tHe vehicle registration for California
license # [2FJP747); [2F§P747)], CA. refistered owner is to "Pic
Your Part/Help Yourself" located at }301 E. Orangewood Ave.;
Anaheim, California 92805%

Te&Form __ g, DEA SENSITIVE
ssol DRUG ENFORCEMENT ADMINISTRATION
This report is the property of the Drug Enforcement Admintstration. V-DEA-00024

Neither it por its contents may be dissemninated outside the Agency to which Joaned.
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R @V cityNaTionaLBaNK BUSINESS ACCOUNT AGREEMEN]

GENERAL ACCOUNT INFORMATION
coount Holder(s) ("Custormer”) / dbe: MORVIS CORVIS CORPORATION, DBA TACO GRILL,

Type of Account; Analyzed Business Checking Account Number:‘
Business Address: 1416 § FLOWER ST LOS ANGELES, CA 80015

Malling Address:
(it different from @bove)

Telophone: (B) (213)746-7885

E-Mali 7 Fax:

MINIMUM NUMBER OF AUTHORIZED SIGNATURES REQUIRED FOR WITHDRAWALS: 1
Signaturs Message Code; NONE

OFAC REVIEWED TAXPAYER INFORMATION

BY SIGNING THE AGREEMENT BY CUSTOMER BELOW, I'WE DECLARE UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY THAT TF

CORRECT TAXPAY E ICATION NUMBER OF THE ACCOUNT HOLDER TO BE USED FOR TAX REPORTIN
PURPOSES I8:

THE ACCOUNT HOLDER IS NOT SUBJECT TO BACKUP WITHHOLDING BECAUSE OF UNDERREPORTING
OF INTEREST OR DIVIDENDS AND IS A U.8. PERSON (INCLUDING A U.S. RESIDENT ALIEN), UNLESS CHECKED HER

E] I/We are subject to backup withholding and heve not basn notified by tha Irisrmal Revenue Service thst backup withnoiding has Lesn terminated.

NON-RESIDENT ALIENS AND FOREIGN ENTITIES {Check here only If soslicatle):

D I/We are exempt from backup withholding and Information reporting. Ar: sppropriste IRS Form W-8, forelgn ststus corification, nas been completex

&ovommont Regulation may require that CNB roport intsrest income information.}

‘ RESOLUTIOMN
RESOLVED: The Preeident, any Vice President, the Secretary sndior the Treasurer of this Company ls suthorized to enter Inte depesit sccount, fund trans!
brekerege, Investment, cash management end depesit sarvics sproements with:City Nationg! Bank or Clty Netional Sesuritizs, ing., end to designate frorm th
to ime who is authorized to withdraw funds, Initiste payment orders and otharwise give Instructions on behslt of this compzny with respect to its deposit &

brokerage sccounts. RESOLVED FURTHER: This authorizstion Is In sddlticn t0"any other euthcrizaticns In effect end ehall remain In full foree untll €

National Bank and City National Securlliss, Inc. receive written notice of its revocetion at the address(es) snd In the manner designated by tham,

Cortification by Secrstary: | certify that (1) | am the Secretary or Assistant Secretary of the Company named sbove; {2} the foregcing Resclution |
complete end accurste copy of & Resolution duly adopted by the Company;s Bosrd of Dirscters (or by the Company's membera ¥ it is an unincorpora
association); (3) the Resolution Is In full force and hes n en revoked or changed in any way; and (4) the signzture(s) In the "Agrzameant by Customer” &

. IO;Au\hoﬂzed Signers™ sectlons of this form srs the genuj gnatures of thegirgon(s) suthorized to taks estion by the Rasolution.
3 ’

ERE—> -V ECna la- 2. 5- é{/
. Signature of Secretary or Assistant Secretary / IM C. VICNAL: / Cate
AGREEMENT BY CUSTOMER

By signing below, Customer confirms that It hes recelved and egress that It sccount will ba governed by the eutherizations set fort sbove, the terms
conditions, and the schedule of fses It recelved when opening this account and theresfter. The person(e) listsd as Authorized Sigrer(s)-on this forrm
authorized to withdraw funds, Initiste and confirm peyment orders pursuant to the security procedura selactad, and otherwise give Instructions on bohalf ©
Customer with respect to Its depostt accounts. Custemer agress that any Authorized Signer mey establish additional eccounts In the same name(s) snd wit!
same signsture requirements as set forth on this Agreemsnt. Custcmer sprees to be bound by the terms and conditione and fess snd charges 8 they relsa

" products selecled and/or used by Customer,

The Internal Revenus Bervice not ?We your consent to any provision of this document cther then the certificstions recuired to &
0 G

[G'Backup with n 2 A 3

: Signature: JERVRT . N L S—
t¢/  HORACIO C. VIGNALI, PRESIDENT ___ Name/Tite: s IR EXHIBIT
te: ' . Dsie: VL ki)

- 34
8IGNIN BLACK INK ONLY e

g PENGAD-Bayonne, 8. ). §

BASSTACR o rav. ANA



ACCOUNT TITLE _MORVIS CORVIS CORPORATION, DBA TACO GRILL,

. -

ACCOUNT NUMBER 020240172

Name: HORACIO C VIGNALI

—
{ERE

Home Address; 28854 VIA VENEZIA MALIBU, CA 80285

THie: _President (126)

Mother's Maiden Neme: AL VAREZ
DoB & Birthplace:
iD & 88#:

Home & Business Phone;
Signature Message:

(B) (213)746-7508

~ Octupetion: OWNER

Employer Name / Address; MORVIS CORVIS CORP 1416 . FLOWER ST LOS ANGELES, CA 80018

P_—

LA

;1N
iERY

g Ve

Home Address: 28854 VIA VENEZIA MALIBU, CA 50265

Neme: LUZ C VIGNALI

VW.
’

Tite: _VP (126) /
Mother's Malden Name:
DoB & Birt H
D & SS#:
Home & Business Phone
Signeture Message:

(B) (213)746-7885

Occupstion: QWNER

Employer Name / Address: MORVIS CORVIS CORP 1418 §. FLOWER ST LOS ANGELES CA B0D15

Name: MARIA O CISNEROS

Title: _ OFFICE MANAGER (057)

Mother's Malden Name: CRUZ
DoB ‘& Eirthplace:
D & SS#:
Home &:Business Phone
Signature Megsage:
Home Address: 3852 EAGLE 8T LOS ANGELES, CA 90083 oo

(B) (213)746-7595

e

Ocoupation;_OFFICE MANAGER

Employsr Name / Address: MORVI8 CORVIS CORP 1416 8, FLOWER ST LOS ANGELES CA 80018

e e C;‘-'\RLOS A VIGNALI

Home Address: 28884 VIA VENEZIA MALIBY, CA 90265

_—.A -]
- ( Mothers Malden Name: MALDONADO
81UV .. Dda:&&
162, 67 ID & 55# _
Home & Busingss Phone: (B) (213)746-7508
* L

ipnatura Message:

Title: Authorized Signer (057)

Occupation: GENERAL MANAGER

Employar Name / Address; ‘MORVIS CORVIS CORP, 1418 8. FLOWER ST ’LOS ANGELES CA 80015
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ACCOUNT TITLE MORVIS CORVIS CORPORATION, DBA TACO GRILL,

- .

" ACCOUNT NUMBER 020240172
BANK USE ONLY
.{? oday’s Date / Time Opened By Opening Deposit $5,000.00
Supercedes Card Dated SupercededBy ~ CECILIA'DIEGO | CashAmoumt$  —O-
02/01/200}
Exlsting Custorner, Officer: 01632 CIS Cisarance pobimeit clegred / nudtktneg) | ChexSystem Clearance
Supervisor over} ot Used :
' o Existing Cusjdmer, Oficer: 01632

Original Opening Date

Reviews

N ChexSya "t Report Fileg?
02/401/200}
L .
Dste Clozed l ' (A %on Closad W (Q)}{G‘?ATUR j?;ED BY:
. ¢
ALBLA b A0
ADDITIONAL ACCOUNTS

Customer authorizes the following additional accounts:

ACCOUNT INFORMATION

OPENED

REVIEWED

TYPE ACCOUNT NO.

DATE

BY

BY

DATE

CLOSED CLOSING REASON

. &
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*
Reedsmlthm Nancy Luque = 2024149408 = nluque@reedsmith.com

February 21, 2001

Carlos Vignali

Morris Corvis Corporation
Post Office Box 151255
Los Angeles, CA 90015

Dear Mr. Vignali:

Enclosed please find partial repayment of your
balance will be forwarded directly.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call me.

Sincerely,

retainer to Rodham and Fine. A check for the

Enclosure

Dt Zmith” calnes b o Sonish LLE wnd rofmtad onblies

1301 K Straat NW, Dela\/sra
Syile 1100 - East Tow gt
Washingten, D.C, 20005-337 s
" o0z41492Q 3 E X H I B I T
Fax 202.414.82
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THE FLORIDA BAR

CvYPRESS FINANCIAL CENTER, SUITE 835
5900 NORTH ANDREWS AVENUE
JOHN F. HARKNESS, JR. F1. LAUDERDALE, FL 33309
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 954/772-2245

July 16, 2001

J. Christian Adams, Esq.
4160 Chain Bridge Road
Fairfax, Virginia 22030

Re: Fiorida Bar Investigation ot Hugh E. Rodham
TFB Case No. 2001-71,048(17H)

Dear Mr. Adams:

You, along with several others, filed a complaint with The Florida Bar in response to the
media reports of Hugh Rodham’s role in two pardons granted by former President Clinton. This
matter was reviewed by Florida Bar staff counsel and then referred to a Florida Bar grievance
committee for further consideration.

Florida Bar grievance committees consist of volunteer members, one third of whom must
be members of the public. The lawyers who serve on grievance committees must have been
licensed for five years. Grievance committees consider evidence and make recommendations as
to the appropriate resolution of a case. Afier considering the available evidence and potential
rule violations in this case, the grievance committee, including members of the public,
unanimously voted to close the case without further proceedings. Therefore, The Florida Bar
will not continue with its investigation at this time. The reasons are set forth below.

I.-Procedural History of this Investigation.

Rule 3-7.3(c), Rules Regulating The Florida Bar, provides that The Florida Bar may
initiate investigations in its name, even if no complaint has been filed. The mediareported Mr.
Rodham’s involvement with these matters, and his fees, late in the day on February21,2001. On
February 22, 2001, The Florida Bar opened a file to begin gathering information. In the days and
weeks that followed, The Florida Bar received several complaints about Mr. Rodham’s reported
conduct. Because of the number of complaints, the fact that the complaints all contained sizmilar
allegations, and because none of the complainants had firsthand knowledge of the underlying
facts, a determination was made to continue this investigation in the name of The Florida B ar.
No additional files were opened, but instead, all complaints were merged into a single master file
for investigation. To the best of our knowledge, all persons who filed a complaint were adv-ised
that we would be pursuing the investigation in the name of The Florida Bar.
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RE: Investigation of Hugh E. Rodham,
TFB Case No. 2001-71,048(17H)

Page 2

When The Florida Bar receives a complaint against an attorney, the staff counsel to
whom the case is assigned conducts a preliminary review to determine if sufficient allegations
have been made to proceed with that complaint. If the allegations against an attorney, taken as
true, would constitute a violation of our rules, we then open a disciplinary file and conduct an

investigation.

In the present case the media reports contained significant undisputed information. What
appeared to be undisputed is that Hugh Rodham took $200,000.00 each for two matters in which
an individual previously convicted of criminal charges received a pardon from then-president
Clinton. It also appeared undisputed that the fees were received after the pardons were granted,
and therefore that Mr. Rodham handled these matters on a contingency basis.

The circumstances surrounding Mr. Rodham’s involvement were curious at best. It was
suggested that Mr. Rodham performed very cursory services for these individuals, if any. This
raised questions about whether the monies were paid simply for services rendered (and thus were
excessive fees) or for some other purpose (as a payoff to someone involved in the process). It
was also suggested that Mr. Rodham did not follow the proper procedures for submitting a

pardon request.

Although we had not been provided evidence of any improprieties of this type, the nature
of the questions raised were such that it was appropriate to pursue an investigation. We opened a
disciplinary file and requested a response from Mr. Rodham. He responded through his attomey.
We conducted research into the legal issues involved. We attempted to gather additional facts,
Then we referred the case to a Florida Bar grievance committee for further consideration.

As stated above, Florida Bar grievance committees consist of one-third nonlawyers.
Attorneys must have been licensed for five years before they are eligible to serve on a grievance
committee. The grievance committee which considered this case unanimously decided to close
the investigation, based on information available to date, and the grounds set forth below, If
additionai information comes io light ti;at indicates Mr. Rodham violaied our rules with regard ic
these pardons, we may reopen the file for additional investigation.

11.-Discussion of Issues Considered.

This situation raised two primary ethical concems. The first concern was whether the
fees were improper (whether the fees were excessive, and whether the prohibition against an
attorney entering into a contingency fee agreement in a criminal matter would applyto a
clemency matter). The second concern was whether Mr. Rodham engaged in dishonest conduct
(whether the fees were bribes, whether Mr. Rodham violated rules or procedures relating to

pardons, etc.).
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RE: Investigation of Hugh E. Rodham,
TFB Case No. 2001-71,048(17H)

Page 3

A. Whether Mr. Rodham’s Fees Were Improper.

The Florida Constitution provides that the Supreme Court of Flonda shall have
responsibility for regulating the practice of law. The Florida Bar, acting as an official arm of the
court, carries out this responsibility. Attomey conduct is addressed by the Rules Regulating The
Florida Bar. The practice of law generally is understood as assisting another in judicial
proceedings, or providing legal assistance in matters affecting important rights of another. One
must be licensed as an attorney in Florida to practice law in Florida, as the term “practice law” is
generally understood. By way of contrast, persons not licensed to practice law are sometimes
expressly permitted by administrative codes and rules to render assistance in non-judicial
proceeding. It is the prerogative of the executive and legislative branches of govermment to
establish provisions whereby those who are not licensed as attorneys may provide representation
or other assistance, which, if carried out in a judicial proceeding, might be the improper practice

of law,

The clemency process is not a judicial proceeding, either at the state or federal level.
Persons charged with criminal activity are tried (if they contest the charges) and sentenced (if
convicted) by a lower court. Once convicted, persons who choose to appeal do so to a higher
court or court of appeal. In Florida, as in most states, and as in the federal system, a supreme
court exists with authority over all of the courts of appeal. Clemency does not involve assistance
before any court. Rather, it is a plea to the chief executive --- another branch of government ---
to grant a pardon or alter the sentence imposed. It is not an action founded in errors of law, but
rather an appeal to the mercy of the chief executive.

It is important to remember that the primarily goal of The Florida Bar’s lawyer regulation
department is to protect the public. In this case the persons who paid the fees did not complain.
Virtually all of the complaints of excessive attorneys’ fees filed with The Florida Bar come from
interested parties. Most are clients. Some hired an attorney, and then the attorney charged for
time not spent or for unnecessary work. Others hired an attorney, paid a fee, and the attomey
failed to perforin suitable services, yet would not refund the fee. In other instances, the opposing
party complains when they have lost a case, and the prevailing party’s attorney seeks what they
believe to be unreasonable fees. It would be highly unusual for The Florida Bar to become
involved in a determination of reasonableness of attorneys’ fees in the absence of a complaint of
an interested party, one who actually suffered harm directly. We may consider doing so when a
compelling public interest arises. The grievance committee that considered this case did not find

a compelling public interest in the matters involved.

Contingency fees are prohibited in cniminal cases. The primary reason is that contin gency
fees generally are allowed only when there is a recovery from which to take a fee. The typical
contingency fee case mnvolves the recovery of damages, where the successful plaintiff receives a
judgment or settlement in a specified amount. The fee agreement for such a case would provide
for fees based on the recovery. The goal of both attomney and client are served by the attom ey
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RE: Investigation of Hugh E. Radham,
TFB Case Na. 2001-71,0648(17H)

Page 4
seeking a maximum recovery. As an additional policy consideration in criminal cases,

contingency fees are prohibited because the constitutional right to competent counsel should not
be tied to the compensation paid to the attorney.

As discussed above, however, clemency is different from other post-conviction avenues
of appeal. It cannot be said that, based on existing rules and ethics opinions, accepting a
contingency fee for assistance in a clemency proceeding is improper per se.

B. Whether Mr. Rodham Engaged in Dishonest Conduct.

A Florida-licensed attorney who engages in conduct prejudicial to the administration of
justice in connection with the practice of law is subject to discipline under our rules. A Florida-
licensed attorney who engages in criminal misconduct, deceit, or other dishonest conduct is
subject to discipline, regardless of whether the conduct is deemed to be in connection with the
practice of law. There has been no evidence presented or made available to The Florida Bar: 1)
that Mr. Rodham violated rules or procedures relating to the pardons in question; 2) that monies
were intended as improper payment to persons involved in the pardon process; or 3) that there
was any other deceit or dishonesty on his part. The media has reported that the Department of
Justice, through the United States Attorney’s Office for the Southern District of New York, is
investigating many, if not all, of the Clinton pardons. The Department of Justice is the
appropriate agency to undertake the investigation of whether Mr. Rodham followed the pardon
process properly or engaged in any improper conduct with regard to the pardon process.

Although The Florida Bar has an excellent cooperative relationship with all types of law
enforcement agencies, confidentiality laws do not allow the Department of Justice to disclose
anything about an investigation, even to the point of confirming if an investigation is ongoing.
We attempted to obtain information from the Department of Justice in Washington, D.C., as well
as the United States Attorney’s Office for the Southemn District of New York. Our requests were
declined. We will request the Department of Justice to release any information relating to Mr.
Rodkam to us, i there is any such information, and when it becomes public. The Florida Bar has
a six-year statute of limitations in which to pursue complaints against attorneys. If Mr. Rodham
ultimately is found to have violated any laws with regard to these pardons, The Florida Bar will
open a new file and seek discipline based on those findings.

111. - Conclusion.
The Florida Bar is not continuing with its investigation of Hugh Rodham at this time.
The Florida Bar does not endorse either the amount of the fees involved in these matters

or the use of contingency fee agreements for clemency matters. Based on existing rules and
ethics opinions, however, and for the reasons set forth above, it cannot be said that Mr.

Rodham’s fees were improper.

. ARe SWAICTTE IN-Ne-TNP ‘paRc LRG PO/ fwdt4 me1 swepy :Ag jue



e AR s

RE: Investigation of Hugh E. Kodham,
TFB Case No. 2001-71,048(17H)
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If you have questions regarding this matter, please submit them in writing, so that we may
provide a complete and thorough response. Thank for you efforts in bringing your concems to
the attention of The Florida Bar. ;

Sincerely,

2
‘Barry W. Rigby
" Chief Branch Disciplinary Counsel

BWR/ak
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J. CHRISTIAN ADAMS

4160 Chain Bridge Road ATTORNEY AT LAW phone 703.535.1580
Fairfax, Virginia 22030 Jax 703,591 .5863
Practicing in VA and SC Jjcadams(@erols.com

i~ AR

VIA FIRST CLASS MAIL
February 22, 2001

Mr. Barry W. Rigby, Esquire

The Florida Bar

Department of Lawyer Regulation
Cypress Financial Center

5900 N. Andrews Avenue

Suite 835

Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 33309

RE: Formal Ethics Complaint; Mr. Hugh Rodham, Esquire.

Dear Mr. Rugby:

I am hereby submitting a formal ethics complaint against Mr. Hugh Rodham, Esquire.

Mr. Rodham is an attorney licensed to practice law in the State of Florida. He has offices
at Rodham & Fine, P.A., 633 Southeast Third Avenue Suite 4R, Fort Lauderdale, Flonda
33301. 1 believe there is evidence to demonstrate that Mr. Rodham violated two separate
provisions of the Rules Regulating The Florida Bar. 1 believe Mr. Rodham has violated

Rule 4-1.5(a)(1) and Rule 4-1.5(H)(3)(B).

Rule 4-1.5(a)(1) states “[a]n attorney shall not enter into an agreement for, charge, or
collect an illegal, prohibited or clearly excessive fee . . . “

Rule 4-1.5(f)(3)(B) states a “lawyer shall not enter into an agreement for, charge, or
collect: (B) a contingent fee for representing a defendant in a criminal case.”

Enclosed you will please find three news accounts from The Los Angeles Times, The New
York Times and Fox News Channel’s world wide web news site. All of the articles

involve Mr. Rodham’s acceptance of $400,000 in legal fees for his representation
obtaining clemency for Messrs. Carlos Vignali and Almon Glenn Braswell. You will

note that the New York Times reports that the money was wired to the “account of Mr.
Rodham’s Flonda law firm on January 227 so it appears he was serving in his capacity as
a member of the Bar.

Fox News reports in the enclosed article (www.foxnews.com/politics/022201/
Clinton_relative.sml) that Mr. Rodham “received hefty contingency payments for

securing a pardon for Almon Glenn Braswell, a businessman convicted of fraud. . " T he
same news account characterizes the payment as “a ‘success fee’ for helping win
Braswell’s pardon” The Los Angeles Times account (http://www latimes. com/

news/front/ 20010222/t000015792 html) also characterizes the legal fees as “a success
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Mr. Barry W. Rigby, Esquire
Page 2 of 2
February 22, 2001

fee.” And finally, the ex-President issued a formal statement which was reported in 7he
New York Times (http://www.nytimes.com:80/2001/02/22/politics/22P ARID . html) that

Mr. Rodham “received a contingency fee in connection with a pardon application. . . " It
would appear that Mr. Rodam’s actions are subject to disciplinary sanctions.

In Ethics Opinion 80-5, the Florida Bar Committee unanimously ruled that acceptance of
a contingency fee was prohibited in obtaining post conviction relief. Moreover, in this
same Ethics Opinion, the Committee discussed Ethical Consideration 2-20, noting that
“[pJublic policy properly condemns contingent fee arrangements in criminal cases,

largely on the ground that legal services in criminal cases do not produce a res with
which to pay the fee.”” In Mr. Rodham’s case, Mr. Rodham was representing a client in a
situation not unlike post conviction relief. Lastly, there was similarly no res and thus the
underlying justification for prohibiting a contingent fee was present in his case.

Finally, it would appear that Mr. Rodham “collect[ed] . . . a clearly excessive fee”

Citing, Rule 4-1.5(a)(1). Note that The Los Angles Times, states that Mr. Rodham
collected “$200,000 for making at least two phone calls to the White House and for other
work on Vignali’s behalf” While it would appear that Mr. Rodham may have brought
unique characteristics and background to his role as pardon attorney, it is hard to imagine
a circumstance where Rule 4-1.5(a)(1) is more clearly violated. Obviously, thisis a fact
sensitive issue and would seemingly depend on a thorough review of Mr. Rodham’s work
product, file and billing records. It may be that Mr. Rodham’s personal access to the ex-
President may be the only attribute that could cause this otherwise preposterous

$400,000 fee to be ethical. See generally, Rule 4-1.5(b) (discussing safe havens where

standards are applied to justify fees).

Finally, let me note my motivation for filing this complaint. 1 am a solo practitioner tired
of hearing jokes, criticisms and complaints about the practice of law. Most of all, | take
my ethical obligations seriously. My license and my reputation are all I have to support
myself In fact, I probably have much more to lose than to gain by filing this complaint.
I have seen others who have filed similar complaints be attacked and cnticized. But ]
simply feel that when the unethical conduct of those admitted to the bar dominate
national headlines, month after month, year after year, our system is harmed. When the
same unethical conduct goes unpunished, month after month, year after year, the systemm

itself is jeopardized.

I loo}? forward to hearing about the progress of my complaint. Call me if you have any
questions. Under penalty of perjury, I declare the foregoing facts are true, correct and
complete.

Sincerely,

VA

I Christian Adams Enclosures
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Bang, you're dead

-{
1 “Let us, for a. moment, take the
sex-education pushers at their.
word: If you teach-a child how to’
use a condom, you're promoting -
safety — notusage. Why, then,
doesn't the same logic apply to
guns > 3 -

—— Syndicated co]urnmst
Mlchelle Malkm

. "Rabid reporters

The U.S, Postal Service says 1ts
been bitten: by the press ,

“When it rains, it pours,” says :
the USPS, ‘denying.it’s up toits -
knees in “waste, fraud and abuse”
to the tune of §1.4 billion — as was
widely reported 1ecently by the .
media. . .
So: where then did the wxdely
circulated ﬁgure come from? . -

- The USPS guesses that acare-
less reporter or two misunder-
stood a statement by the USPS
Office of Inspector General, which
identified potential savings and
cost avoidances of — you guessed
1t—$1 4bﬂhon SR .

Bltlng the hand

How. are you planning to spend
your tax-rebate check? How about
spending it to*“fight back” against
the guy who made it happen? -

. That's what one Marxist group.
is asking 1ts supporters to do.

- “President Bush is bribing us
with his new $300-plus tax
return,” declares the International
Action Center (IAC); a Marxist
protest organization associated
with the Workers World Party.
“However, this will not fool us —
let’s use tms money. mstead to fight
back” v

The IAC is “askmg olr fnends '
to donate their tax return and use
that money to bring an end to the
Bush program” by jeining the
“Committee of 200, which will
fund the September protests here
in Washington against the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund and the .
World Bank. i o

:The IAC wants its supponers to
send contributions to pay fora -
“week of teach-ins, direct action, -
and rallies;” to say nothing of mas-
sive traffic tie-ups for Washington
commuters.

In case vou were wandarina tha
Vi AR fimime 7

NBCs Matt Lauer received even
-more second-guessmg after hns
response to a crmc S

. clemency for two of his clients .

- feeina crumnal matter” .

"ing in its ruling that because of ..

IAC ruakes cleer that iheee'conn'i—
butions are -— what else — “com-
pletely tax—deducnble S

No plaoe like home

Subscrlbers overwhelmed our.
mailbox after reading NBC .
“Today”. show host Matt Lauer’s °
response td a Washington market-
ing and public relations executive
who had questioned the host’s

.. “aggressive tactics” and “rudé’
. behavior” toward first lady Laura

Bush during an interview last
Monday..

* “You wouldn't know my ‘person-
al political beliefs’ if they landed
on your head,” Mr. Lauer fired
back at his crin‘c, “How dare you
pretend to know my political back-
ground: Must be nice tositat .-

~*home and second-guess what oth-

ers do for a living”

~ Wonders Thom Nykamp of )
Twinsburg, Ohio; “Where would
you suggest, other than sitting at
home, that we watch you ‘not’ sec-

PRYCDS RPN ST B

in-no-Tnn ‘OOQC

tRC ©ony

- five-page decision that Hugh Rod-
“ham, brother of Hillary Rodham
Chnton, did not violate ethics rules
by lobbying (for a whopping fee of
$400,000) President Clinton for -

conwcted of felomes .

'"The bar’s ruling was. submmed
Tt Fairfax. attorney J. Christian”
Adams, who along with several |
others had filed the complaint. ..
“after it was discovered that Mr..,
‘Rodham lobbied his brother-m«law
on behalf of the two felons — one a
cocaine dealer :the other a money
“launderer. - o

Astounded by the recent ruhng,
Mr. Adams late last week remind-
.ed the Florida Bar that the basis of
‘his original complaint “was that a
Iawyer may not take a contmgency

However, the bar tried explam-

confidentiality laws, it had “not. .
been provided ewdence” by the
US. Justice Department and US.
Artorney‘s Office on whether any -
wrongdoing had occurred. = ..
Therefore, the bar conéluded, it

had 1o choice but to decide _that no |,si

ethics rules were violated.

“Did the Florida Bar not con-
duct its own fact-ﬁndmg in this
matter? Mr. Adams is now" askmg
the bar. “If not, the following = .~
might be a good place to start your
own fact inquiry: .

® “Were thejees wmch you
concede were contingency fees, -
paid to Mr. Rodham’s firm? o

o “Were the files on the clemen- -
£y cases reviewed?

® “Were the files reviewed kept
at Mr. Rodham’s law firm and kept
in the regular course of business -
of that firm?”

® “Did the files include letter-
head or other pleadings or submis-
sions noting they were produced
by Mr. Rodham’s firm? . .

® “Were the contingency fees ~
deposited into the firm'’s account?

“Please keep me apprised.”

¢ John McCaslin, a nationaily.
syndicated columnist, can be

Commxttee begms
hearings for veteran

-ment prosecutor-Rol
IIT 1o head the emba

nam and:won the. B:
‘the Purplé‘Heart;al
praise from commit
and Republicans ast
‘believe:can bring ac
the federal agency. s
i President -Bush,:w
Nfr Mueller earlier t
ing . a '‘Rose -Garde
already has given hin
orders: "The FBI has
don Mr. Mueller mu
and some important
must confront.”’ .

Mr. Bush said he-
the no-nonsense fc
deputy attorney gen
attorney in San Frane
for thejob. -
-*“Asa lawyer prose(
ernment official, he h:
ideals, a clear sense 0f
a tested devotion:to:
Mr. Bush said. “Bob M
)

Jeopardy,
ly question him on ho
to run the FBI, already
a series of pub]ic emkt

including the arrest of

eran FBI Agent Rober
as a Russian spy.and |
turn over 4,000 pages’t

to prosecutors and dc

NEW YORK (AP) =

‘icams believe: cblldrez

spoiled than they-usec
two ~thirds -of :parent:
believe they spoil thei
drer, accordmg to a pt
yesterday.

The poll, conductec
mag Aazine and CNN, fot
percent of 1,015 adult

reached at 202/636-3284 or e-mail
fwaty

believedvchildren today
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